DIASPORA VOTER REGISTRATION
Q & A
1. Why East Africa? Whereas the right to be registered and vote by of all Kenyan citizens is guaranteed under the Constitution. Article 82(1) (e) of the Constitution recognizes progressive registration of Kenyan citizens residing outside Kenya. By virtue of which the Commission is enabled to progressively name countries in which registration and voting is scheduled outside Kenya. 

It is arguable that whereas it is attractive to provide for voter registration and voting in all countries which have diplomatic ties with Kenya, financial and logistical constraints dictate a phased approach to engaging the countries. It is in this context and further taking into account logistics of managing the same against time constraints that the Government-Commission and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs have identified the East African region as the most realizable in respect of the responsibility of progressiveness.

East Africa offers a more attractive platform as a start based on histories of bilateral and regional relations, existence of support infrastructure and anticipated costs. While Tanzania, Uganda and Rwanda constitute members of East African Community Block they also are the most popular destinations for Kenyan migrants.

2. Why 13days and not 30 days as per gazette period for Registration of Kenyans? Thirty days is the period the Commission considered ample for the Kenyan population. The Diaspora populations in East Africa are fewer hence logistically more realizable to register within a shorter period.

3. Why can’t I register in the Embassy and vote in Kenya? The law stipulates that you register where you vote. This is a safeguard against importation of votes and/or any other electoral malpractices.

4. Why can’t I vote online .Why isn’t the BVR Kit reconfigured to enable this? The design and system of the BVR Kit is only for purposes of registration. Voting will still be undertaken manually but perhaps in the future electronic voting can still be explored.


5. Is my East African Passport valid? Indeed the law specifies for a Kenyan passport. For those holding east African Passports, it is valid as long as you can proof you are nonetheless a citizen of Kenya.

6. Can I also vote for my Governor, MP, Senator, Woman representative to the Senate and County assembly representative? The law is clear. You can only vote for President and Referendum.


7. Will I be allowed to transfer my registration should I leave this country? You can be facilitated to transfer your registration particulars when you leave the particular country of residence. However for constraint of time no transfers will be done between now and 4th march 2012. You register where you will vote.

8. What qualifies me to be registered? You must have proof that you are a Kenyan Citizen: Have attained the age of 18 years; be of sound mind and not have been convicted of any electoral offence in the preceding five years.


9. How do I object to my registration particulars, if any? Any objections to your registration particulars may be made to the registration officer during the inspection period ( to be gazette) and the errors accordingly corrected.


